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Speaker Profiles 

 

James V. Aidala, Senior Government Consultant, Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.  Jim served as 

Assistant Administrator (AA) for the Office of Prevention, Pesticides, and Toxic Substances 

(OPPTS) under the Clinton Administration from 2000 until the end of the Administration in 

2002.  Prior to serving as AA, Jim was Associate AA for OPPTS from 1993 to 2000.  Prior to 

that, he served in various positions within the Congressional Research Service, on Capitol Hill, 

and at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

 

Connie Deford, Director -- U.S. Chemicals Management Policy, The Dow Chemical Company.  

Connie, a 26-year Dow employee, is based in Midland, Michigan.  In this role, assumed in 

August 2010, Connie has responsibility for leading development/implementation of Dow’s U.S. 

chemical management strategy.  This includes advocating for Dow positions within the 

federal/state legislative and regulatory arenas and promoting Dow's leadership in chemical 

management as part of Dow’s 2015 Sustainability goals.  Most recently, Connie was the Director 

of Dow’s Global Environmental, Health and Safety (EH&S) Regulatory organization (experts in 

chemicals management and environmental regulations), where she oversaw development of 

Dow’s European Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) 

Program Management Organization.  For the 15 years prior, Connie served various businesses as 

a Global EH&S Product Leader, where she had responsibility for product regulatory compliance, 

product stewardship, and providing EH&S input into development of business strategies.  Connie 

also represented Dow in many chemical specific trade associations.  Connie’s earliest years at 

Dow were spent in the Biocides Technical Services & Development arena where she was 

involved in new product development. 

 

Richard A. Denison, Ph.D., Senior Scientist, Environmental Defense Fund, Inc. (EDF).  Dr. 

Denison has 25 years of experience in the environmental arena, specializing in policy, hazard 

and risk assessment, and management for industrial chemicals and nanomaterials.  Dr. Denison 

joined EDF in 1987, after several years as an analyst and assistant project director in the Oceans 

and Environment Program, Office of Technology Assessment, U.S. Congress.  Dr. Denison is a 

frequent contributor to EDF's Chemicals and Nanomaterials blog, where he posts both 

commentary and detailed analyses of the emerging science and policies affecting chemicals and 

nanomaterials in the U.S. and internationally. 

 

 

http://blogs.edf.org/nanotechnology/
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Steven J. Goldberg, Vice President and Associate General Counsel for Regulatory Law & 

Government Affairs, BASF Corporation.  Steven leads three groups that cover the scope of 

regulatory and government activities for the North American subsidiary of the world’s leading 

chemical company.  His practice is focused in the area of product & trade regulation, responsible 

for compliance with product regulatory statutes such as Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), 

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and the Federal Food, Drug, and 

Cosmetic Act (FFDCA), as well as compliance with international trade requirements, such as 

customs and export control laws.  Steven also leads the environmental law group, responsible for 

compliance activities under the major environmental statutes.  He also oversees BASF 

Corporation’s government affairs function, responsible for federal and state advocacy. 

 

Andy Igrejas, National Campaign Director, Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families.  Andy is the 

National Campaign Director.  Prior to working for the campaign, Andy headed the 

Environmental Health Program at the National Environmental Trust (NET) for seven years, and 

continued in the position when that organization merged with the Pew Charitable Trusts in 2008.  

In that role, Andy helped put chemical policy reform on the national agenda through work on the 

Kid-Safe Chemical Act.  Andy also led NET’s work on chemical security, right-to-know, food 

safety, and California initiatives like the successful campaign for the Safe Cosmetics Act.  Prior 

to NET, Andy, a native of Bloomfield, NJ, was a lobbyist and organizer for the Public Interest 

Research Groups in California and New Jersey, the California League of Conservation Voters, 

and Californians for Pesticide Reform.  He spearheaded passage of the Clean Water Enforcement 

and Pollution Prevention Act, which was signed by Governor Gray Davis in 1999. 

 

 


